








































Sustainability Strategy 2024 - 41 Community Submissions
Submission Received: Comment / feedback: Notes

Submission No. 1  26/08/2024
Most of your solar was purchased from NSW companies! Comment

Good alignment with the Glenelg Hopkins Regional Catchment 
Strategy, particularly around a focus on climate resilience and 
adaptation; regeneration and wetland restoration projects; healthy 
waterways; and the key strategic actions identified for land use and 
biodiversity.

Non comment, opportunity for partnership. 

Under the climate resilience and adaptation theme, consider 
including: the update of flood investigations and overlays / planning 
controls to incorporate the latest climate change projections; and 
longer term, conducting regional scale flood investigations to 
strengthen knowledge of flooding impacts in agricultural areas and on 
road networks. Under sustainable agriculture practices, could include 
a focus on encouraging and supporting sustainable agricultural 
practices that reduce the risks of soil acidification, salinity and 
erosion; and practices that encourage maintenance of ground cover 
over the summer period.

To be included. 

The CMA would be happy to support the development of Sustainable 
Land Use Guidelines.

Inclusion as part of the first action plan.

Submission No. 3 25/08/2024 Produce this strategy as a phased roadmap of 3 clearly defined 
phases, for example: 

Phase 1 2024/5-2030 

Phase 2 2031-2036 

Phase 3 2037-2041 

Each Phase would require Council to introduce staged actions to meet 

to budget and its accountability in meeting its targets. It would enable 
each phase to respond to new innovations and thinking in a rapidly 
evolving field 

Detail included on action plans in the strategy 
which clarify the next steps, timeframes for 
review of the document. The 5 year action plan 
will include budget, timeframes and targets.

Submission No. 2 GHCMA 04/09/2024 



statements which affirms Councils commitment. For example:  

Embed sustainability and climate change awareness and action into 
all Council processes  

Ensure all council decisions are made through a sustainability and 
climate change lens 

This is has been addressed in Council's 
committment to cardon neautrality for council 
operations including minimal sustainability 
design guidelines.

The Strategy needs to include specific details about what the 
community can expect. For example:  

Council commits to report on its net-zero goals utilizing effective 
monitoring and evaluation processes in an accurate and transparent 
manner every 12 months. 

Inclusion in the Monitoring and Reporting pillar. 
Carbon emission inventory to be a live feature on 
Council's website, Yearly reporting as part of 
Council plan reporting. 



Please consider the inclusion of more specific actions/broad areas of 
focus. It would mean that progress of the roadmap to net zero is 
trackable. It would align with the stated desire to introduce a 
transparent monitoring and evaluation process  

Suggestions include: 

Develop a comprehensive fleet transition plan for all Council vehicles  

Develop a carbon neutral building plan for reducing emissions from 
Council assets 

Review Council procurement policies and contracts to ensure 
alignment with Net-Zero targets 

Undertake a vulnerability assessment to understand the risks to 
Council assets and services from extreme weather. (Note: This work 
would provide valuable information to Council, of particular value for 
State and Federal funding opportunities) 

Council will develop a sustainability and climate change decision 
making framework to assist Council officers and Councilors consider 
the implications of decisions on climate change 

Inclusion as part of action plan.

included, a reference to the investigation of Sustainability Certification 
Schemes. These can be limited to holiday accommodation and tourist 

Grampians. Schemes such as this provide value in promoting green 
thinking within our Shire and can assist with turning the lens to present 
Southern Grampians as a green and innovative region.

To be considered as part of community and 
business engagement activities over the life of 
the strategy



Please include a reference to illegal dumping and illegal burning of 
waste: Develop incentives and stronger penalties.  

Please also consider including specific opportunities/problem areas 
to reduce the volume of waste going into landfills, for example:  

Surplus paint and nappies 

Review the use and content of public waste bins 

Please include a requirement to protect roadside native grasslands 
within towns, as well as outside townships. - how they are identified 
and what controls? 

(Note: Dunkeld has extensive high conservation value native 
grasslands within the township. Planning regulations often require the 
instillation of large drainage pipes and extensive driveways with new 

Waste to zero pillar with focus on some of these 
areas through community engagement and 
education, including feasability for processing 
different waste streams of Council transfer 
stations

Council could map towns (outside of Hamiliton) to understand what is 
already available within a community resilience model;  

places/communities of safety and assets of value when considering 
local responses to extreme weather emergences. These facilities may 
have a fridge, phone charging facilities, food, water, emergency power 
storage and communication during outages. 

(For example, as manager of Sterling Place, Dunkeld Community 
Centre in Dunkeld, I note that the facility has solar power and battery 
storage capacity which provides power in the event of a power outage, 
it has SkyMuster access in the event of an emergency to provide 
localized internet availability. It runs a Heat Safe Initiative which aligns 
with Department of Health and CFA directions for days over 35 
degrees.  

Addressed in Emergency Management Plans, 
and Heat Mapping Project. 



Form a loose advisory group for members and interested participants 
to share ideas and information on sustainability and climate change.  It 
could be a digital platform rather than regular meetings. It simply 
provides a forum for interested people to engage/share information on 
sustainability and climate change matters 

sustainability/climate change area? Ensure that they are promoted 

celebrate sustainability/climate mitigation achievements 

 Extend the grants program to include sustainability and climate 
change mitigation initiatives 

To be included in the delverables of the 
community engagement pillar




































